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FRENCH CAMP ACADEMY

--

NEWS

OUR ENDOWMENT: "But my God shall supply all your needs according to His
riches in glory by Christ Jesus."-Phil. 4:19

Vol. XII

French Camp, Mississippi, February, 1960

Number 3

BROTHERS AND SISTERS ARE AMONG MANY STUDENTS
SEEKING EDUCATION AT FRENCH CAMP ACADEMY

French Camp Academy provides a school-home for boys and girls from the first grade on up through
the twelfth. The youngsters are worthy, normal boys and girls who need a home away from home
and who are willing to work to help to make a way for themselves at French Camp. In the student
family we have quite a number of sets of brothers, of sisters, and of brother-and-sister. Here are
most of the family "sets" shown as they gathered right after dinner just outside the cafeteria.
From right to left, the first two lads (one behind other) are brothers from Texas, the next two are
from Louisiana, the two girls behind them are from Mississippi, and so it goes.
'.
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FRENCH CAMP ACADEMY OPERATES ON "FAITH"
'DOWN TO EARTH AND UP TO GOD'
IS PHILOSOPHY
BY JAMES FEATHERSTON
Daily News Staff Writer
FRENCH CAMP, MISS. - They say French
Camp Academy operates mostly on "faith".
They also say the school operates with a
"down-to-earth and up-to-God" philosophy.
Both sayings are true. This is what makes
French Camp Academy a highly unusual school.
Located about ninety miles up the Natchez
Trace from Jackson in a rustic setting, the academy's boarding school students are generally
kids who faced problem situations at home.
About 55 per cent of the academy's 117
boarding students have divorced parents. In the
case of about 20 per cent of the students, one of
their parents is dead. Two per cent have both
parents dead.
It is the job of French Camp Academy to
take these kids with problem situations and turn
them into worthy, well-adjusted individuals.
NO DELINQUENT'S SCHOOL
But never get the idea French Camp Academy
is a school for juvenile delinquents. It isn't.
"Our students are normal kids. If there is a
pattern of delinquency, we don't accept the student," says the Rev. Sam Patterson, the energetic,
red-haired president of French Camp Academy.
",,"--~T'Pfllr·e-s-tttcl:e~ea-l'efu~ec~d-a.t:l.d-theJ:e-i

a waiting list.
Ages of the students range from six to twenty.
The elementary boarding students attend the
regular French Camp public grammar school.
High school students from the French Camp area
in turn attend the academy on a "swap out" basis.
French Camp Academy operates completely
without public funds.

Horace Kerr, educational director of the First
Baptist Church, Jackson, and the Rev. Bob Anding, member of Millsaps College faculty talk with
student Jerry Perry.

It costs about $150,000 a year to operate the
academy and about $12,000 of this comes from
the Presbyterian Synod of Mississippi. The rest
comes from contributions by various church
groups and individuals. The academy is interdenominational.
Patterson apparently is excellent not only at
fund-raising but at getting contributions of equipment, furniture and what have you. Take a walk
with him around the campus, and he will frequently remark that "So or so in such or such
place gave us this or that."
HOTEL GIVES FURNITURE
The furniture in the high school girls' dormitory, for instance, was donated by the Robert E.
Lee Hotel in Jackson and by other hotels and
individuals. It is discarded but still usable
furniture.
The boys' dormitory is a courtyard structure,
a relic of the days when French Camp was a
military academy. The little boys and girls live
in cottages.
All the kids, except the about 50 day students
and the little ones, work for their room and
board. About two-thirds work for all their expenses.
The day is long and busy at French Camp.
Breakfast begins at 6 a.m. The students attend
classes in the morning, work in the afternoon,
and go to study hall from 7 to 8:30 p.m. After
that, they loaf and watch television for an hour
and then go to sleep.
NTy,or-JOI~'-~~===-~=-~~

There are plenty of jobs at French Camp.
The academy operates a farm and its own laundry. There is also work to be done in the
kitchen and offices and repairs to be made.
The kids generally appear to be a happy lot.
They are too busy to be unhappy.
The academy has operated on its present basis
since 1950.
"In the ten years, the kids we have kept long
enough to graduate have never gotten into
trouble. None yet h as become governor, but
they have taken their place in society," says
Patterson.
A large per cent of the students . raduatin!

Rustic Chapel erected by a gift from the late E. L.
McGhee, Port Gibson, Miss. This is located on the
east side of the campus and will be used for
vespers, summer meetings, and Bible conferences.
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from French Camp go to college and they don't
mind working their way through.
French Camp Academy has a staff of about
eleven teachers and an equal number of vocational supervisors and house mothers. The school
is unique in that two members of the staff are
willing to work without pay just to help out.
Miss Patsy Hathorn, retired principal at
Galloway School, is serving without salary as
dean of girls. Douglas Johnston of Memphis
came for a visit and became so interested that
he volunteered to work for nothing after discovering the academy couldn't afford to pay
"a $1 a year man."
French Camp Academy has but one organized
fund-raising event and that is the pheasant hunt.
Businessmen pay $100 to hunt.
HAPPY OUTCOME
A happy outcome of one pheasant hunt was
the construction of a modern new building for
the academy. Horace Hull, Memphis automobile
dealer, became interested in French Camp while
hunting. His interest resulted in a $75,000 donation. Anothe~ $75,000 was raised and the attractive new building, which houses a spic-and-span
kitchen and cafeteria as well as offices and classrooms, is now in use.
French Camp began its history in 1887 as a
military academy and became a non-military coeducational school about the time of the first
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World War. As the public school system improved, the fortunes of French Camp declined.
By 1949, the Presbyterian school was about to
close its doors. Then it was decided to turn it
into a school for kids from problem situations
and to seek contributions. The board of trustees
now belong to various denominations although
its members are appointed by the Presbyterian
Synod.
Those familiar with the academy find it somewhat miraculous that the necessary funds for
operations are secured with each passing year.
But Sam Patterson considers this Biblical
verse from Phillipians 4:19 as his endowment:
"But my God shall supply all your needs according to ' his riches in glory by Jesus Christ."

View of the new Administration-Cafeteria building, costing approximately $150,000.

Mr. Patterson (right) tours the campus with (left to right) John Osborne, Judge Carl Guernsey,
Rev. Bob Anding, Howard Dear, Horace Kerr, and Wayne Herbert, all of Jackson, Miss.
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John Gresham (left) of Jackson and Fay Stembridge of Cleveland "at home" .n their '- orne
dormitorY, Sanderson hall.

The Chow L in e. Youth Counselor John Osborne,
Wayne Herbert of the North Jackson Kiwanis
Club, and H ind s Cou nty Judge Carl Guernsey
are helped to good fo od by girl students.

Visitors John Osborne and Judge Carl Guernsey
talk with senior Bob Harmon, of Aberdeen.
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